The effect of cysteamine on the somatostatin content of guinea-pig islets.
Cysteamine is known to deplete the immunoreactive somatostatin content in different organs from rat and mouse. The aim of the present work was to test if cysteamine also affects the somatostatin content in guinea-pig islets, since guinea-pigs have a carbohydrate metabolism different from that of other laboratory animals. Cysteamine was injected to guinea-pigs and the pancreatic islets were isolated four hours later. Cysteamine was also incubated in vitro with isolated pancreatic islets from untreated guinea-pigs. Cysteamine depleted the somatostatin content in the pancreatic islets in both the in vivo and in vitro studies.